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WHAT IS
SEAGRASS?

WHY DOES SEAGRASS
NEED PROTECTING?

Seagrass (also known as eel grass) is a
flowering plant that inhabits shallow waters.
Research has shown that seagrass provides
lots of benefits to us and the marine
environment, such as:

UK seagrass has declined. Falmouth Harbour
wants to contribute to protection efforts to
preserve and regenerate seagrass, and has
therefore removed 11 boat moorings that
were having a localised impact on the
seagrass bed at Flushing.

A nursery and lifelong habitat for rare
and commercially fished species.
Sediment stabilisation through complex
root systems.
Reducing impacts of extreme weather
events by dampening the impact of
waves on the shore.
Removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere
and locking it away in the sediments.

FH would like to ensure that this impact is not
replaced by other activities, such as anchoring
and laying fishing gear. This is to ensure that
we give the seagrass the best chance
of regeneration.
We are therefore asking people not to anchor
in the area demarcated with hatching on the
chart. FH will monitor the regeneration of the
seagrass in collaboration with the University of
Exeter, and will communicate the results through
our website. We will also provide updates through
our social media channels.
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WHY ARE WE ASKING
BOATS NOT TO ANCHOR
IN THIS AREA?

HOW WILL THIS AREA BE MARKED
AND WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF I DO
ANCHOR IN THIS AREA?

The action of the anchor dragging
and cutting into the seabed damages
seagrass. If this is done many times
in different places it can have
a significant impact on the seagrass
bed’s health.

Falmouth Harbour is placing two demarcation
buoys in the locations shown as red dots on
the map. We are planning to regularly patrol
the area. Any boats found anchored will be
asked not to do so again and be provided with
guidance and advice on why anchoring is not
advised in the area.

WHAT IS THE EXTENT OF
SEAGRASS IN THE FLUSHING
AREA AND ELSEWHERE IN
FALMOUTH HARBOUR?
For full details on extent please
take a look at our website.

If you have any further questions
please have a look at the environmental
section of our website, or get in touch on
01326 213537 or
info@falmouthharbour.co.uk
or through our social media links
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