
Unique Falmouth Harbour Trials for the Seavive Seagrass Pod 

News Release: Immediate. 

 

A seagrass bed off Falmouth. Photo courtesy of Lewis Jefferies 

 

A unique experiment to boost restoration efforts of the wonder-plant seagrass for use in 

marine regeneration projects has reached a crucial stage in its trials within Falmouth 

Harbour. 

The hot-housing “Seavive Pod”, designed and now modified by Bournemouth University 

student Alex Croasdell, has been found to successfully rot down seagrass seedpods to 

nurture the release of seeds so that they can be used in projects to replenish and renew 

seagrass beds, potentially around the world. 

Seagrass is vital for marine life which depends on its meadows for food and shelter and to 

the health of seas and the environment as it captures carbon more effectively than tropical 

rainforests. 

Yet a study by University College London estimates at least 44% per cent of the 
UK's seagrass has been lost since 1936 with pollution, mining, and farming as well as 
dredging, bottom trawling, water quality, anchoring and coastal development all 
contributing to the decline. 

Alex’s latest Seavive design, 3D printed by Niall Jones using recycled plastic, is now 

suspended below the Falmouth Haven pontoons for ease of access and contains seagrass 



seed pods harvested from the Flushing seagrass bed - with necessary permissions gained by 

Falmouth Harbour from Natural England. 

Seavive has been backed by a partnership including Falmouth Harbour, Falmouth-based 

GAC UK and marine restoration charity Our Only World and Alex says, “I'd like to thank 

everyone who has helped fund and develop this project. I hope these pods can help 

preserve and bring back our lost seagrass meadows which are so vital for our ecosystem and 

coast lines”.   

 

The Seavive Pod, 3D printed from recycled plastic - photo courtesy of Niall Jones.  

 

Our Only World is a Cornwall-based charity on a mission to help restore the oceans 

and Founder Tina Robinson  says, “It's fantastic to be involved in this project. Here at Our 

Only World, we are all passionate about seagrass regeneration and we wish the project 

great success - we will be following its progress closely.” 

David Thorburn (UK Agency Operations Manager) from GAC UK adds, “We’re very excited to 

be part of this seagrass restoration project with Falmouth Harbour and Our Only World. 

We’ve recently opened our latest Ship Agency branch in Falmouth and feel it's vital to give 

back to the local community. Our support of the seagrass restoration project reflects both 

GAC UK and GAC Group’s commitment to sustainability. Both strategies are built on the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, one of which is Life Below Water. “ 

The prototype Seavive pod will be retrieved from the Falmouth Haven pontoon in 

November and the released seeds used as part of an educational session within the wider 

https://www.ouronlyworld.org.uk/
https://www.ouronlyworld.org.uk/


Cornwall Flood Forum taking place in November. The plan is for School pupils to take the 

released seeds, mix them with sand and place them in hessian bags. The next day they will 

hand these bags to volunteer divers and snorkellers at Flushing Beach who will plant them 

within scour patches left by moorings removed by Falmouth Harbour in 2021.  

The seeds will be monitored for signs of germination in Spring 2023 with hopes high that 

this activity will help to speed up the regeneration of these scour patches. More information 

on our progress on this regeneration project is available here 

https://www.falmouthharbour.co.uk/environment/seagrass-regeneration/  

The Seavive project is among several Falmouth Harbour partnership initiatives for 

regenerating seagrass meadows – with trials of its AMS eco-mooring systems well underway 

and new yellow buoys marking seagrass and maerl beds off Falmouth’s beaches and within 

the Harbour. 

Vicki Spooner, Falmouth Harbour Environment Manager says, “This is a super project to be 

involved in and it’s great to be able to help Alex take his design to the next stage. We are 

very thankful to GAC UK and Our Only World in helping to fund this project. We hope the 

Seavive Pod can be used in many more small-scale Seagrass regeneration projects across the 

world to help restore this amazing plant and raise awareness of what Seagrass and similar 

marine habitats do for us and why they are so important.  

“Using recycled plastics to create the prototype is something we are hoping to explore 

further as part of our plans to reduce waste and contribute to the circular economy so it 

was great to work with Niall to understand more on how this can be achieved.”  

For detailed information on the work and services of Falmouth Harbour, including updates 

and FAQs on this and other environmental initiatives see Protect our Harbour - Falmouth 

Harbour, Cornwall or call the Falmouth Harbour team on 01326 213537. 

ENDS 

Notes to Editors: 

• Photos attached - all free to use with picture credits much appreciated for Lewis 

Jefferies (Falmouth seagrass bed), Niall Jones (Seavive Pod) & Falmouth Harbour 

(Seavive preparation). 

• Falmouth Harbour Commissioners (FHC) are a statutory port authority with 

responsibility for the Inner Harbour at Falmouth (excluding Falmouth Docks), the 

Penryn River up as far as Coastlines Wharf, the southern part of the Carrick Roads 

and a large part of Falmouth Bay. 

• FHC is managed by a Board of Trustees set up as a trust port by statute to administer 

the harbour in the best interests of its stakeholders  

• FHC operates to the standards in the Modernising Trust Ports written by the Ports 

Division for the Department for Transport as part of the process of Modernising of 

Trust Ports and last updated in 2018  

https://www.falmouthharbour.co.uk/environment/seagrass-regeneration/
https://www.falmouthharbour.co.uk/environment/protect-our-harbour/
https://www.falmouthharbour.co.uk/environment/protect-our-harbour/


• FHC provide pilotage services for the anchorages in Falmouth Bay and Carrick Roads, 

Falmouth Docks, Truro, Penryn and St Mawes as well as the Helford River, the 

Quarries on the East side of the Lizard Peninsula and the Falmouth, Gerrans and 

Veryan Bays  

• Depending on length, destination and cargo, a Falmouth Pilot (a member of the 

Falmouth Pilots LLP) is required to assist ships entering FHC’s waters 

• Our Only World – is a team of passionate volunteers on a mission to protect and 

restore our oceans. The not-for-profit registered charity is based in Cornwall and 

proceeds from all projects fund marine conservation. To find out more about their 

work visit www.ouronlyworld.org.uk 

• GAC UK - GAC UK employs more than 250 experts at its 20+ branches across the UK, 

Ireland and Gibraltar. Delivering a wide range of integrated marine and logistics 

services to the offshore, renewables and shipping industries, whilst also serving 

specialised sectors like marine leisure, sports and events, automotive and aviation. 

The highest standards of customer service, operational excellence and delivery are 

central to everything we do. www.gac.com/uk  

• inland waters. 
Contacts:- 

Falmouth Harbour – Vicki Spooner – info@falmouthharbour.co.uk  / 01326 213537 

Our Only World – Tina Robinson – info@ouronlyworld.org.uk / 07966 779609 

GAC UK - David Thorburn (UK Agency Operations Manager) from GAC UK – uk@gac.com 

07810 367 496 

Louise Midgley Communications – louise@midgleycomms.co.uk / 07831696093 
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